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Some lesbians got clean away with

leaving a dayglow stencil of a labyris

| and a large "LESBIANS FLGHT BACK'® message
on the mall in downtown Vancouver during
the Take Back the Night March this fall,
The march kept moving smoothly so no
extra attention was drawn to the women
stencilling. No one stumbled over them
as they worked and all of the women in-
volved folded back into the main body

| of the crowd without being divided from
us. Gocd work, eh!

Because I was acting as a safety woman

on the march that night I had a sharp
eye on the movement in the crowd. I

- spotted a group of women walking with
the rhythm of the march then suddenly
form themgelves into a circle, link arms
and Btop. Half the women in the circle
quickly turned to face the oncoming march
1 could see them smiling broadly and
speaking to approaching women. It was
clear to those of us around them that )

i they had a little activity planned!

Their volces and their' faces alerted

| women to their presance, prevented women
from being startled and stumbling and
encouraged women to veer slightly to the
right and the left of them but to keep
on the march. Several women were

| crouched on the pavement inside the

| ecircle and were stencilling furiously,

They were protected from the view of the

police and from the crowd stumbling over

them by the women encircling them. As

the end of the march came into view they

seemed to all be standing, facing in the

| direction of the march and, completely

| in step with the pace of the moving crowd
of women, fold back in among us.

It was cbvious to me that these women
had gone to considerable lengths to take
everyone's safety into account. Job done
without dstection or injury or breaking
ranks!
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Agitation: a specific call to action
Prqugandax is a world view or a whole
theory

Agit. - Prop. calls people to act in
accordance with your/their view of the

{ without t elling us the danger. When we

f havior, not military. Concentrate on

This march must be non-violent, it must not Le a mimic of what
wé a3 women have sxperienced in our day to day lives, taking

Often the same people show
up at rallles wearing red arm bands,
carrying megaphones and lately, walkie~
talkies, Judging from bath their para-
phanalia and their frequent huddles,
they are V.I.P.'s hers commonly referred
to as marshalls. We are jinstructed by
the organizers to listen to them, follow
their instructions and depend on their
judgenmsnts for our protection. They
they see to it that we walk in rows, in
an orderly manner on the route predet-
ermined but usually unknown to us. When
they get scared they order us around

ask for help, they assure us they will
take care of it themselves. We have

come here to celebrate, or to disrupt
to defy, or to protest. This kind of
marshalling only helps the other side.

Think of the job and do the job as
sate ty, not marshalling when organizing
a demonstration. That is, political be-

the safety of the women in the streets
who are disrupting both traffic or busi-
ness as usual at the porn shop or who
are spray painting or stickering.

Let women know the route and the rat-
ionale for it ahead of time if possibla.
Check for experienced women among you
and let them know that you are counting
on their leadership to help keep women ”.1
safe. Get ayreement from women for hoth
the role of the safety women and the way
you are propuslng to do the job. Hand
around written sheets of suggestions for
kespiny each other safe while you protest.
Use the megaphones to tell women the pro-
blem, for example, "the cops have driven
a wedge of bikes into the middle of the
march; or, the women at the end are
having trouble keeping the pace; or,
three men on the corner have isolated
a woman from the rest of the march".
Suygest a solution, for example, “"let's
slow down a little; or let's walk in
place a while till the women at the end
swing around the bikes and rejoin, or
6 of ua can join the one woman to help
her regroup safely, we'll sing out when
we're with you." If women change the
rYoute apontaneously or stop to paint or
goe into a porn store go with them =
trouble shoot in the same way there that
‘helps keep women safe. Deal with your
own fear of women disrupting the plan
that you were part of in a way that does
not interfere with the rebellion, but
encourages it. Hard but necessary when
the job is to keep from harm and not
control.

— T,

fouar by violence or violent threats. Treating people violent- (.8

Y to teach them not to be violent does not work,
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-«And then there was the march iglelf..._

In the end, this was.one.of thé most
fun events of the year. To get there,
owavar, we had to fight a lot. When
the A.G. passed an injunction banning
prostitution from the West End of our

N THE N‘G town and cracking down on prostitutes
! {including naming 30 prostitutes pub-

licly on lamp-posts and in welfare

offices); we didn't know what to do.
AND '|Our fear kept us from acting; we de-

cided to do research ingtead and call

it activity, Finally, some women in
the collective blew our covar, and we
knew we had to act. A parch Yas pro=

posed in the .very area that was desig-
nated 'off limits* to prostitutes or
parsons engaged in prostitution~re-
lated activity, which the injunction
had outlined as “swearing, littering,

loitering, urinating or defecating” in
said area,

i

Not many feminists committed them=
Belves to coming and wa didn't know it
many prostitutes would rigk defying
the injunction, which for soma meant
to risk arrest. With pariticipation
of the Alliance for the Safety of
~ Prostitutes (ASP) and ourselves, weas

went ahead. ’

We arrived at the designated
meeting place and waited, Even-
tually, with barely fifty people pres-
ent we were ready to get on with it.
There were questjions being raised
everywhere about whether to take the
8treets or stay on the sidewalk. High
denmity population, shopping, night
clube, the regular Friday night action
of the street, and an irregular num-
ber of matorcycle cops was going to be
tough competition. I wasn‘t about to
make the decision myself so I asked the
crowd, and the rasounding response was
"THE STREET". Prostitutes, male, female,
and tranavestite outhumbared the fem~
inista and bystanders who had dacided
to start out with us,

We'd brought penny whistles, party
horns, and other assorted noisemakers;
which turned out to be a hit, and people
joined the march in numbers. Chants were
being mads up, and led by lots of the
people on the march, and the participation
was loud. Teenagers joined us on skate-
boards, and roller skates. People waved
and shouted from apartments and along
the sidewalk. By tha end we wars 250

strong, we'd kept tha street though po-
Y lice had triad to bully us off, we were
all exhilarated, and not one of us was
arrastad,

y making a emall hole ot bolh ends of the
shell with a pin, then blowing very hord At one endw-
the ogg comos out the other end, Ir it dosen't work
sako the holes a 1little bigger, 5001 one end af the
eppty shells with wax, Fill them with o1l bosed paint
u:::g a hypoderaig nasdle, Then seal the other ends
o WAX,

Hix Brano and an e
two or three daya,

FE white In s jar and let 1t stand
It's harmlesn, but yery amelly,
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ORGANIZE NOW!
. Get Out into the Streets
the third Friday of every September

Our hope is that all over the world,"'more . '
and more women will come out Of their
homes and into the streets of their vil-
lages, neighbourhoods, and cities during
the night of the third Friday of each =
September. We want ‘women to stand to-
gether - united with our differences of
race,‘language,"clasa, culture,’ age, Bex-
ual orientation, to pProtest the violence
we commonly experience,*: Take Back tha
-Night {s becoming an increasingly effec-
tive and visible sign of our determination-

and show of women's strength to end jexu- -~
al violence. d

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18th,'1981:73h SUCCESS! .~ “

Our first, co-ordinated North-American {
demonstration was a major successg; 1
= 6,000 women (reclaimed) took to the
8treets of more than 35 towns and cities
in Quebec, Canada and the USA. '

This Year Spread the Word

If you want to organize a march -

(1) 1f you live in an area where there ig
a Rape Crisis Centre oY a group of -
women working to end violence again-
st women, contact them to get infor-
mation, to exchange ideas and get
support. L " R ser

(2) If there are no women's groups work-."
ing against violence against women
in 'your area, talk with your friends,
co-workers, sisters, mothers,  women
in your neighbourhood. ~Get together
and start your own group. One of
your first actions can be a Take Back ///

2o
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the Night Protest.

THESE ACTS OF VIOLENCE ARE TOTALLY
UNACCEPTABLE TO WOMEN!

More and more, women are'organlzing'to
Support each other and to speak out AN
against sexual assault. ‘Since bl

43;7/}( -',/fZ;aa

Tonight we are marching for ourselves
and each other and for women who
cannot be with us because they fear
repercussion from their abusers. As
well we march for the wonen whd cannot
be with us because they died violent
deaths at the hands of their abusers.

Although we are distanced from you in
miles, in our hearts we are with you

in solidarity in the fight to eradicate
violence against women.

Sisters, lovers, friends, mothers,
daughters, children, Take Back the
Night.

The women of the Peterborough'Rape
Crisis Centre Collective

/
&
1

of our cities, our individual voices

male violeuce.

By walking together we multiply our
individual power and in solidarity we
Support one another in our personal
struggle to determine our lives.

back !
In Sisterhood

Women of the Fredericton Rape Crisis
Centre

We stretch our arms across this country,
to join with you in declaring that the
women of Canada want to live free from
fear.

Froarourleantbrprmastﬂp:ovince, to your
waestern-most province, we send you our

strenyth, as we ahsorb yours, in working
toward ending the violence in our lives,

We march together tonight, and look to the
day when there will be no need for marches.

St. John's Newfoundland Rape Crisis Centre

~

sallt vous toutes.
avec vous dans nos luttes. Aujourd'hui
dans 21 viiles du Québec des femmes

la journde d'action contre la violence
faite aux femmes. Force, unité et

across Canada and Quebec, women
together to work towards the pr
and ultimate eradication of the
done to us.

& Women’s Shelter
77 E. 20th Avenue,

8728312
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Vancouver Rape Relief
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une communauté de femmea et d'espoir.

Le Regroupement Québeqois de Centres

Djaide et de Lutte Contre les Agressione

% Caractere Sexuel
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. N\ Tonight as we march through the streets

become one, demanding our freedom from

We refuse to be pilent! We are fighting

Solidaires nous sommes
manifestent, font des actions et marquent

pPouvoir: ensemble avec vous nous formons




: Af/r:/uf/é«/ /Y 4426/{’ yhe /V:'/// ¥
-~ 4]// - %/ ) J\at'

Vancouver Rape Relief

.The Women's Liberation Movement has & Women’s Shelter

Planned and organized Take Back the Night 77 E. 20th Avenue,
as a 'direct action' by which we mean do- Vancouver, B.C., V5V IL7

ing what we are prevented and discouraged 8§72-8212
from doing:

= walking the streets at night as women bodies more than anyons's right to
safely without male protection from property
other males = all women invited so there's no cost

= without male, or authority protection childcare, extra care to women of color

from police escorts . and women in chairsg, and we advertize
= wearing whatever we wish to wear that

where other than 'us' will hear about it

is comfortable and defiant and lively = mutual aid is encouraged with buddies,
and protects us from the elements rides home board .

= walking in great crowds of women with- ‘= education using leaflets, chants, dig-
out begging the city for a license to plays, song sheats
do so = building a movement with endorsements,

= walking a route that we have chosen, a banners, telegrams and national co-
route where women have to walk or are ordination
not allowed to walk, and one that we -

costuming material and face painting
have not announced to city authorities on site

« Ppreviously evaluats your event ~ keep a record of it.
=~ #singing, shouting, spray-painting,

repeat your successes
raspecting women's rights to our own

not the clhurch, not the state ’A; E : =

women st control our fate /

C'est pour toi que tu fais la revolution.®
—Daniel and Gabriel Cohn-Bendit

DiIRECT
alataiain ol BATTERED
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«+. at our best march yet....

ees 8 cool misty kind of autumn night., a few blocks away. . sex shops and pornography cutlets...
September 20th, 1985 «++ or children deciding to stay with chanting slogans. ..

+«s 40 beautiful, colorful placarda their mothers and demonstrate. lncest, Rape, Battered Women

e« 8ix - Bx1l0 foot women figures.. -++8 group of lesbian women very We Have Had Enought

constructed by the organisers and other vieible with many pink triangles saying

women.., their names...Fern, Betty, slogans like No More Profits Off QOur Bodies!

Denise, Alice, Emily, Carrie. They I am your sister

represented the women in the crowd,, 1 am your mother «..later a celebration dance organised

young, old, native, black, white, I am your grandmother by Vancouver Lesbian Conneéction...

pregnant.

... media cameras everywhere
+..'Fight Back® songs playing on the reporters wanting details of the event.

Note: All of this was part of our
ghatto blanater. Feainist cameras everywhere....

response to the severe attack on the
...drummers, drumming while mingling «». & Rape Relief worker speaks... Women's Liberation Movement in Canada
in and out of the women gathared, demanding that men change their hurtful from 1983-85. Government cutbacks to

++.face painters painting 'Fight Back® behavior and saying that women will. women's groups (many have folded),
on women's faces, not stop fighting until they do.

attempts to discredit the violence
<< -women in. organised groups displaying +.» telagrams read from 15 other against women statistics that femin-
their groups' banner. violence against women groups across ista have uncovered, imprisoning women
= «.Rany new women we had never seen. the country... who refuse to testify against their
«««500 plus women - the largest womaen ... safety women mingling ready to

R th t attackers etc...
g to treets..,
ggiiog;nonntraxlon in British Columbia's ?lf.::du:hzzctgzy do.?.. a 11986° The Stzuggla Continues!
«»+children being transported from the 500 plus wamen take the downtown
rallying spot to the childcare space just streets of Vancouver protesting the
e e




